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E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CVIS, JA, KN, KS (RYANG, MEMBO) 

SUBJECT: ROK INTEREST IN RYANG VISA APPLICATION 

REF: A. OSAKA KOBE 139 
B. OSAKA KOBE 72 

1. KIM TAE ZHEE, ROK POLITICAL COUNSELOR, CAME IN TO SEE 
RANARD (EA/K) ON MARCH 7 UNDER INSTRUCTIONS TO ASK THAT WE 
RECONSIDER ISSUING VISA TO MEMBO RYANG. ACCORDING TO KIM. 
ROK INVESTIGATION HAD INDICATED THAT RYANG WAS LEADER OF 
NORTH KOREAN SCIENTISTS ASSOCIATION IN JAPAN AND INFLUEN- 
TIAL MEMBER OF CHOSEN SOREN, AS WELL AS DIRECTOR OF 
TECHNICAL DEPARTMENT OF NORTH KOREA-JAPAN TRADE 
ASSOCIATION. KIM STATED THAT VISIT BY RYANG TO U.S. 

WOULD HAVE UNFAVORABLE IMPACT ON U.S.-ROK RELATIONSHIPS. 
KIM WAS INFORMED THAT INQUIRY RELATED TO CONSIDERATION OF 
RYANG'S VISA APPLICATION HAD REVEALED NO SUCH DEROGATORY 
INFORMATION. HE WAS TOLD IN GENERAL TERMS WHAT OUR OWN 
INVESTIGATION HAD REVEALED (REF B) AND THAT ON THE FACE 
OF IT, SO FAR AS WE COULD DETERMINE, RYANG WAS COMING TO 
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ON WHAT WE HAD SEEN ABOUT RYANG'S BACKGROUND THERE APPEARED 
NO REASON TO DENY HIM A VISA. KIM WAS INFORMED WITHOUT 
COMMITMENT THAT WE WOULD GIVE THIS CASE FURTHER 
CONSIDERATION. 

2. KIM'S COMMENTS ABOUT RYANG S BACKGROUND APPEAR TO BE 
AT DIRECT VARIANCE WITH INFORMATION PROVIDED BY RYANG 
TO OSAKA KOBE (PARA 6 REF B). WE WOULD VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATE CONSULATE MAKING ONE FURTHER CHECK OF RECORDS 
OR OTHER SOURCE MATERIAL TO CLARIFY IF AT ALL POSSIBLE 
ALLEGATIONS REGARDING RYANG S BACKGROUND. KISSINGER 
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